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Huma Qureshi joins Breakthrough’s Mission Hazaar

Advocates an equitable sex ratio to make the world safer for women and girls
Rohtak, 28th Dec’2015: Addressing the issue of violence and discrimination against women, Huma Qureshi, who is famous for critically acclaimed roles in Indian cinema travelled all the way to Rohtak to graciously support Breakthrough’s Mission Hazaar. The campaign that addresses the issue of lack of girls with women’s safety and restrictions on their mobility was launched by Breakthrough, as part of its program to prevent gender biased sex selection in Haryana.

Mission Hazaar engaged communities by running video vans equipped with public service advertisements along with street theatre performances on the issue of lack of girls and their safety through nooks and corners of Panipat, Sonipat, Rohtak and Jhajjar in last one month. The footing of the campaign was further strengthened by support from district administration, especially Women & Child Development department of Haryana. 

Such was the impact of the campaign that it reached out to over 1,30,000 people including students from government schools in Haryana. The video van and street theatre performances successfully engaged the people and interestingly, sparked conversations about the deep rooted discriminatory practices. For instance, upon watching the street theatre performance, a certain set of women came forward and questioned as to why the birth of girls can’t be celebrated like that of boys. 

Drawing attention to the askewed sex ratio in Haryana Huma Qureshi appealed the masses to join the Mission Hazaar movement against sex selection. She said that “It’s heartwarming to see how all of you and many more like you are coming out in support of the gender justice. Breakthrough has started this wonderful initiative that emphasizes upon the value and worth of women by putting across how more girls in the world can make it a better place for everyone!”
Ms Sonali Khan, Country Director and Vice President, Breakthrough who was also present at the event said “Mission Hazaar aims to draw attention of people and communities towards “missing” girls and women by highlighting their value and worth to the people in communities. Via the campaign, we want people to know that more number of girls in the society, will only make the world safer for everyone.” 

Breakthrough had undertaken a survey on 10000 youth and students towards the end of 2014 that revealed that while 90% of parents valued sons over daughters; more than half of the students said that they see more boys than girls in classes and their families. Nearly 70% students said they see more men in public spaces, while 66% said they don’t see women out after dark. 

Furthermore, researches undertaken by Breakthrough also highlight that the skewed sex ratio can result in violence against women and girls. For instance, lack of girls would mean lack of women and girls in public spaces, which would further increase the risk of sexual harassment at public spaces. This feeds into the excuse list of parents/ community to develop an aversion to daughters. 

The campaign aims to make the problems caused by the reduced number of women and girls in the community visible and to draw attention on how it is the responsibility of the community to respond to this situation. The campaign operates on the following theory of change: If communities realize the impact that gender-biased sex selection has on women and the society, and key stakeholders are held accountable for why women and girls are missing then there is a greater likelihood for the communities to challenge gender-biased sex selection themselves.

Breakthrough has been working in Haryana for last three years and has been immensely successful in creating a network of youth club in 150 government schools called Taaron ki Toli. The objective of this youth club is to create gender equity by influencing young minds to eliminate gender-based discrimination.
About Breakthrough 

Breakthrough is a human rights organization seeking to make violence and discrimination against women and girls unacceptable. We use the power of arts, media, pop culture, and community mobilization to inspire people to take bold action to build a world in which all people live with dignity, equality, and justice. 

We create groundbreaking multimedia campaigns that bring human rights issues into the mainstream and make them relevant and urgent to individuals and communities worldwide. These, along with our in-depth training’s of young people, government officials, and community groups, have ignited a new Breakthrough Generation of leaders sparking change in the world around them.
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