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Breakthrough bags Skoll Award for driving socially impactful transformations

Honors Breakthrough as the distinguished Social Enterprise
New Delhi, 11th.April’2016: Breakthrough has bagged the Skoll Award 2016 for driving socially impactful transformations that promote gender equality and its commitment to end violence against women and girls. This is a yet another honor Breakthrough has been awarded this year in addition to Nari Shakti Puraskar 2015 and Social Media for Empowerment Award. 

Mallika Dutta, Founder and President, Breakthrough and Sonali Khan, Country Director and Vice President, Breakthrough will jointly be awarded the Skoll Award on 14th.April in Oxford, London at the official award ceremony.

Excited about the new development, Ms Mallika Dutt, Founder & President, Breakthrough says “As we work to challenge gender norms and envision a world in which gender-based violence is unacceptable, we are grateful to partners like the Skoll Foundation who recognize innovation and invest in it.”

On the other end Ms Sonali Khan, Country Director and Vice President, Breakthrough draws our attention to the shift in the meaning of social enterprises by saying “Breakthrough is committed to change gender norms and social landscape by working on some extremely difficult issues like gender biased sex selection, sexual harassment, early marriage and much more. However, this kind of work doesn’t fall within the traditional entrepreneurial space yet it profits the women and girls struggling against violence by supporting them to achieve their full potential and build their agency. Hence, for us to be recognized as a social enterprise for the kind of work we do is a great honor that further opens up a new space for entrepreneurs to change communities and society.” 

Skoll Awards are hosted by the premiere Skoll Foundation that awards bold thinkers to drive large-scale change to solve the world's most pressing problems. Hence, in addition to the honor, Breakthrough would also receive a grant of more than half a million dollars to strengthen its on-ground resources in almost 5000 villages of India. The award money will also be used to engage the audience of 150 million through multiple media channels and increase partnerships with states and advocates at the state and national level. 
Over the years, Breakthrough has been very strategic in cultivating a normative shift in the behavioural display and mindsets of public by investing in popular culture and multi-scale on- ground interventions. The organization works across four program areas that include prevention of gender biased sex selection in Haryana, prevention of early marriage in Bihar and Jharkhand, prevention of domestic violence in U.P. and Karnataka and prevention of sexual harassment.

In last one year alone, Breakthrough has successfully created campaigns like Asking For It, Share your Story with your Son and Make it Safer to engage with youth and sensitize them about the need of safety and security of women and girls and how men and boys can also contribute to it. 

About Breakthrough 

Breakthrough is a human rights organization seeking to make violence and discrimination against women and girls unacceptable. We use the power of arts, media, pop culture, and community mobilization to inspire people to take bold action to build a world in which all people live with dignity, equality, and justice. 

We create groundbreaking multimedia campaigns that bring human rights issues into the mainstream and make them relevant and urgent to individuals and communities worldwide. These, along with our in-depth training’s of young people, government officials, and community groups, have ignited a new Breakthrough Generation of leaders sparking change in the world around them.
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